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On Qctober 21, 1797, the frigate USS Constifuiion began the long-
est commissioned service in US Naval history. She was constructed of
the sturdiest of timbers and her copper spikes and filtings were supplicd
. by Paul Revere of Revolntionary fame. SRR

BARBARY PIRATES

Under the command of Captain Edward Preble, Cohstitution led
an expedition into the den of the notorious Barbary Pirates in 1803.
Tor 300 years these pirates had plundered, terrorized, and enslaved
foreign sailors caplured along the North African coast, The geography
of {he area made commercial shipping exiremely hazardous. Often a
northeasterly wind could force a sailing ship into {he pirate-held coastal
arens, This would result in the loss of the ship and ils cargo, and life-
long enstavement for ils crew.

Constitution arrived in the Mediterrancan area as flagship of the
squadron, and under the guidance of Captain Preble, the Americans
biockaded the porl of Tripoli. Leaving the 36-gun frigate Philadelphia
and several smaller ships to enforce the blocknde, Preble {ook Consti-
tution to his base at Syracuse, Sicily, In the meantime, Philadelphia had
run aground on uncharted rocks and had fallen inte the hands of the
pirates. A few days after her capture, an unusually high tide floated her-
free, and she became a vatuable addition to the enemy fleel.

Mecanwhile, on the decks of Constitition in Syracuse Bay, one of
the most daring advenlures in naval records occurred, In complete
secrecy the desiruciion of Philadelphia was planned. A volunteer crew
of 75 men was led by Stephen Decatur in a caplured Tripolilan ketch.

Under the light of a faint moon, the little ketch, renamed Intrepid,
slid quietly into the harbor. When challenged by an’alert Tripolitan
watchman, Intrepld was identified by her crew as a damaged Maltese
Irader, seeking refuge in the harbor. A reguest to tic up alongsille
Philadelphia was granted. Before the startled watch could spread afy
atarm, Intrepid’s crew was swarming aboard the captured frigate.

END OT THE REIGN

Within minutes Philadelphia was a blazing torch and Indrepid was
making good her escape. Three days later, and again on Constitution’s
decks Pecatur reporied complete success, Not a single American sailor
Iiad been injured in this remarkable exploit.

In June 1805, a trealy was drawn up in Conslitution’s cabin and
the reign of the pirates came to an end,

Seven years later, 1812, the United States was at war with England.

Caplain Isaac Full, Constitution's new commander, sailed up the
Atlaniic const toward New York where he planned to join a squadron
fed by Commodore John Rogers. Early in the evening of July 17, Hull
approached a squadron of five vessels, Aftempting to join up with the
squadron was difficuit in the light breeze. By sunset the entire group
of ships was becalmed on a glassy sea.

Sunrise also brought surprise as Hull recognized the five vessels as
British warships. The British, on identifying Constitutiion, tried to give
chase. But the morning breeze was too light to move the huge ships.
A few token shots were fired but no hits were repistered. Hull ordered
Conslitation's boats lowered and her crew iried to tow her out of
c}nnger by rowing, 'The British did the same and graduvally narrowed
the gap.

KEDGING THE HOOX

Hull resigned himself to fighting to the death, He gave the order
to lay broadside and fight against the entire squadron. Bul before the
oadc}r_was carried out, his first lientenant suggested kedging the becalm-
ed ship,

All available rope and chain were fastened into one long cord to
which the kedping anchor was secured. The great hook was lowered
into two boats, carried ahead of the ship, and dropped. Constitution
was hauled forwaid by turning the capstan and drawing the ship to the
anchor, For two days the crew toiled, repeatedly drawing the anchor
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ahead and kedging to it. The British, not to be denjed their prize,
adopled the same tactics, but ‘were stilt unable to draw within firing
range. i )

On the third day a rainstorny. struck the area. At the first sipn of
the squall, Hull ordered all sails taken in, The startled British, believing
this a sign of violent storm, quickly furled their sails. However, as soon
as the rain had obscured Constitution from her foes, Hull ordered hier
sails reset and the watlowing British were lefl behind. )

The most celebrated encounter in the history of the USS Consti-
tution came on August 19, 1812, when she defeated the British frigate
Guerriere in a battle that was {o nssure the United States a place s
a world power. ’

Barly in the afternoon of August 19, Constitution came upon the
British ship about 600 miles east of Boston. Carefully evaluating his
position, Hutl made plans for his Tamous battle.

WITH OUR COMPLIMENTS

Excitement ran high among Constitution’s crewmen as the im-
pending fight drew near. Guerriere awaited the approaching intruder
and as the distance narrowed she fired her first volleys, altempting to
rake Constitution's decks. One 18-pound shot {ell on the bow of the
American ship but a quick-witted pun feam promptly loaded the shot
into & deck gun and returned it to the British — with Constitution’s
compliments! .

Hull and his crew were enthusiastic. As Constitution drew neac to
the British vessel,. Hull told. his impatient gunners: “You shali have her
as close as you please. Sailing Master! Lay her alongside!”

Constitntion’s guns thundered as round and grape shot tore info
the hull of Guerriere. The British gunners could fire with rapidity but
suffered from lack of accuracy, Most of their shot went into Constilu-
tion's rigging. As Constitution directed her fire into the hull and fower
portion of the enemy ship, Guerriere’s mizzenmast soon camne tumbling
down in a confuston of lines and timber.

Hull's next move was to bring Constitution across the bow of the
crippled Guerriere and rake the decks of the British ship. However,
damage to her rigging had made Ceonstitution difficult to maneuver and

“. her mizzen rigging became entangled in the bowsprit of her foe. Both

erews atfempted fo board their opponent's ship but the surging scas
prevented it. As the Iwo ships succeeded in separating. Guerriere fired
a volley point blank into the Constliution’s cabin, selling it afire. Al-
though the fire was soon guelled, Guerriere did not fare so well, Since
her rigging had become ensnared in that of the American ship, the

_ force of separation brought Guerriere’s main and fore masls crashing

down.

SURRENDER

Both s\;ips drew away as their crews assessed the damage. After
temporary Tepairs, Constitution again approached the helpless: Guer-
riere. As the Constitution bore down, Guerriere fired a single gun lo
leeward — the signal of smrrender!

Guerriere was beyond salvage. After resciing her crew, Hull gave
orders to set afire the remains of the British ship. The ship vanished in
a flash as flames touched off her magazine.

It was doring thjs battle that Constitution’s nickname was born,
As the British cannon fire bounced off the strong oaken planking, an
American gonner exclaimed: “Her sides are made of iron” Oid
Ironsides] One of the greatest names in American history.

In 1830, Constitution was declared unseaworthy and she was
relegaied by Congress Lo:be sold.or serapped. However, a grateful
nniion, inspired by Oliver Wendell Holmes' dramatic poem, came forth
and insisted on her salvation.-

Today, beloved *Old Ironsides” finds a permanent home in Boston,
where the sons and daughters’of the nation she fought for may tread
her decks and relive her adventurous life. Truly, Constitution is the
embodiment of American freedom and tradition, a worthy shrine to
the United States Navy.,

SPECIFICATIONS
USS Constitution — I'rigaie

Displacement: 2,200 tons

Hull length: 204 feet

Length over-all; 296 feet

Length between perpendiculars: 175 feet
Beams 43 feet, 6 inches

Saiting draft: 21 feet forward, 23 feet all

Speed: 13 knots

Crew complement: 450

Constitution’s armamen{ varied. Your REVELL model is ouifitted
as follows:

Long 24 pounders — 10
32-pound carronade — 22 A
18-pound bow chaser — 1

Broadside potentinl: 684 pounds
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1 HULL RIGHT BLACK
2 HULLLEFT BLACK
3 BOW PIN RAIL (2 Parts)_ TAN
4 PIN RAILS (10 Parts) TAN

ment ons BOW PIN RA

Cement remalning BOW P

Ce
Cement five PIN RAILS (4)
Cement ten LARGE GUN BARR

L (3) to front of RIGHT HULL (1).

to RIGHT HULL.
ELS (5) to GUN DECK (6)
IN RAIL (3) and five PIN RAI

H-5600

LS (4) to LEFT HULL

5 LARGE GUN BARRELS (10 Parts) BLACK Cement GUN DECK to RIGHT HULL.

6 GUN DECK TAN

DULUDD{J-JW :r—‘ETL/
] L.

-nv

o=

TAN SECTION

BLACK SECTION

6 MATT WHITE
MATTWEISS 5
e
AT AN
! . i} 8
A BIANCO, SMORTO MARRON OLIVE MAT
5 - MAT CLYUFBRUIN
- MATT OLIVBRUN
MATT BLACK i MARRONE OLIVA SMORTO:
MATT SCHWARZ B :
NOIR MAT
MAT ZWART
MATT SVART

NERO SMORTO

Hiahtil

24— IR
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7 TRANSOM BLACK Carefully align HULL HALVES and GUN DECK. Hold together with tape and clothes

1.
8 STAND END PLATE BLACK pins and cement together.
9 STAND END PLATE BLACK 2. Cement TRANSOM (7) to HULL. :
10 NAME PLATE BLACK {2 Parts) 3. Thread ANCHOR ROPE ihrough holes in HULL and Toosely tie ends together.
4. Cernent Ship's STAND END PLATES (8) and (9) to two NAME PLATE'S (10},
5. Cement STAND o HULL.
‘
g ("UGGDU U D __ —1_‘_*[¥ﬁ_'- -
AN /,,_P_,—% = — 0
D00 0 0O 0 3

SOTET (

HATT BLAGK
MATT SCHWARZ B
NOIR MAT

MAT ZWART .
MATT SVART
HERO SMCRT

11 FORE FIFERAIL TAN B
12 DECK TAN . Cement FORE FIFERAIL (11) to DECK (12).
13 FIFE PIN RAIL RIGHT _TAN Gement FIFE PIN RAIL RIGHT (13) and LEFT (14) to DECK and Part {11).

i
2.
14 FIFE PIN RAILLEET TAN 3. Cement MONKEY RAIL {15) and MAIN FIFERAIL (16) to DECK.
15 MONKEY RAIL TAN 4, Cement CAPSTAN HEAD (17) to base on DECK.
15 MAIN FIFE RALL TAN 5. Cement two halves of WHEFL (18) and (1%) together.
17 CAPSTAN HEAD TAN 6. E’IESECV;!(HEEL SUPPORTS (20) on wheel locators and carefully cement SUPPORTS
0 .
7.

18 WHEEL HALF TAN 20 WHEEL SUPPORT
19 WHEEL HALF TAN (2 Parts) TAN Carsfully apply cement to edges of MAIN DECK and locate to HULL.

M

J‘H“'

lim

'L’E‘R’E%‘L‘Kfﬁﬁﬁwﬁs YELLOWBROWN ~ TAN SECTION -.—-—\f—-rjﬁ':
BRAUN BRAUM GELB 89 e =
mfrl%?:j g}[é\lfJ[;INMAT SABLE - 7 > @@Eﬁf
. ZAND T e
13 MATT OLIVBRUN . AN R PR A]
MARAONE OLIVA SMORTO f : .
g dA—11 : —
A )
BROWN
BRAUN 85
MARRON
BARUMN -
BRUMN
() MARRONE MATT OLIVE BROWHM

JAATT OLIVBRAUN 86
MARRON OLIVE MAT
MAT OLIIFBRUIN

~- MATT OLIVEAUN

+" $AARRONE CLIVA SMC

e o,




5 LARGE GUN BARREL BLACK
21 CATHEADS (2 Parts)

BLACK

22 GALLEY STACK BLACK

23 BINNACLES (2P
24 SMALL GUN BAR

arts) BLACK
RELS (22 Parts) BLACK

25 BOW CHASER GUN CARRIAGE TAN

MATT OLIVE BROWN
MATT OLIVBRAUN 86
MARRON OLIVE MAT
AT OLUFBRALIN

MATT OLIVBRUN
MARRONE OLIVA SMORTC

25

Cement two CAT
Cement GALLEY STACK (22) to DECK.

Cement twenty two SMALL G

Sak ol ot

H-5600

HEADS (21) to sides of HULL.

-

Cement two BINNACLES (23) to DECK bv WHEEL, )
UN BARRELS (24 to GUN CARRIAGES on DECK.

" Cement one rémaining LARGE GUN BARREL (5) to the BOW CHASER GUN CAR-

RIAGE (25) cement CARRIAGE to DECK.

24

24—

"M PLACE:!

' p MATT SCHWARZ 8
NOIR MAT
MAT ZWART

MATT BLACK

MATT SVART
23 .MERO SMORTO

"\-Etmlf

b T

T
. oA

. - . IMPLAGE

BLACK SECTION

I _

Qe
W/Q 11151 |
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26 HEAD GRATING BLACK 1. Cement HEAD GRATING (26) to HULL.
27 HEAD TIMBERS LEFT  BLACK 2. Cement HEAD TIMBERS: LEFT (27) and RIGHT (28) to GRATING and HULL.
28 HEAD TIMBERS RIGHT BLACK 3, Insert BOOMKINS gr298‘ in HEAD TIMBERS and cement to GRATING,

29 BOOMKINS (2 Parts) BLACK 4. Cement ANCHOR STOCKS (30) to ANCHORS (31).

30 ANCHOR STOCK (2 Parts) TAMN 5. Untie. ANCHOR ROPE and tie one ANCHOR to each end.

31 ANCHOR (2 Parts) BLACK 6. Use Tan Thread and tie an ANCHOR to.sach side of HULL as shown.

29 ’ = ] ] S - T -:{%;

-

| BLACK SECTION

28

26— %

MATT BLACK

MATT SCHWARZ 8 ~ \
HOIR MAT

FIAT ZWART £
KAATT SVART
HERO SMORTO

s

OPE——» ‘. MATTBLACK .
ANCHOR I MATT SCHWARZ 8
HOIR MAT
MAT ZWART
MATT QUVE BAOWIL
UATT OLIVERAUN 88

VARRON.CLWVE MAT

A
VAT OLWFBRUIN /

MATT OLIVBRUN
MARRONE OLIVA SMORTO |

hgf

32 LEFT FORE CHANNEL BLACK .
33 RIGHT FORE CHANNEL BLACK
34 LEFT MAIN CHANNEL ~ BLACK

MATT SVART
/ NERD SMORTO
——31

Cement LEFT (32) and RIGHT (33) FORE CHANNELS to HULL,
Cement LEFT (34) and RIGHT (35) MAIN CHANNELS to HULL.

Cement MIZZEN CHANNELS LEFT (36) and RIGHT (37) to HULL.

35 RIGHT MAIN CHANNEL BLACK Cement two BOAT DAVITS (38) to gach side of HULL.

36 LEFT MIZZEN CHANNEL BLACK Position two STERN BOAT DAVITS (39) through holes In STERN and cement to
37 RIGHT MIZZEN CHANNEL BLACK HULL sides.

38 BOAT DAVITS (4 Parts) BLACK

39 STERN BOAT DAVITS (2 Parts) BLACK

St i

33 AN "
: SCHWARZ B 5
NOIR MAT ' Elsm
. MAT 2ZWART g”‘

MATT SVART
NERC S8KMORTO

13 i

i LAY
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40 20 FOOT DINGHY SEAT™ TAN Assomble the seven SMALL BOATS by cementing their respective SEAT sections to the

A1 20 FOOT DINGHY HULL TAN HULLS.

42 30 FOOT CUTTER SEAT TAN 1. Cement 20 FOOT DINGHY SEAT (40) to HULL (41). Turn upside down and cement
43 30 FOOT CUTTER HULL TAN to 30 FOOT CUTTER SEAT (42), cement SEAT to CUTTER HULL (43). Cement as
44 30 FOOT LAUNCH SEAT  TAN sembled BOATS to right side DECK locators facing forward.

45 30 FOOT LAUNCH HULL TAN 2. Cement 30 FOOT LAUNCH SEAT (44) to HULL (45). Cement BOAT to DECK locators
A6. 28 FOOT CUTTER SEAT  TAN on left side facing forward.

47 28 FOOT CUTTER HULL TAN 3. Cement 28 FOOT CUTTER SEAT (46) to HULL (47). Cement to DECK locators facing

48 23 FOOT JOLLYBOAT SEAT (2 Partsy TAN tothe rear.

49 23 FOOT JOLLYBOAT HULL (2 Parts) TAN 4. Assemble two 23 FOOT JOLLYBOAT SEATS (48) to HULLS (49) and one 23 FOOT
50 23 FOOT CUTTER SEAT TAN CUTTER SEAT (50) to HULL (51). Set these boats aside untii called for in rigging
51 23 FOOT CUTTER HULL TAN assembly. :

i




52 BOWSPRIT RIGHT _TAN 1.
53 BOWSPRIT LEFT TAN 2.
54 DOLPHIN STRIKER _TAN 3.
55 SPRITSAIL YARD BLACK

54

MATT WHITE
MATT WEISS §
BLANG 3T
RAAT WIT

MATT VT .
BIANCO SMORTO | g

-t

TAN SECTION

B | | 1]%

Cement RIGHT (52
Cement DOLPHIN 5
Cement BOWSPRIT t

y and LEFT (53
R (54) and SPRITSAIL YARD (55) to bottom of BOWSFRIT.
o front of HULL,

} si‘cies ovaOWSPRIT together,

SILVER
MATT SCHWARZ 8
NOIR MAT

" MAT ZWART

MATT SVART
MERC SMORTC

[!LACK SECTICN
S
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